
FRIGATES OF 1812 AND DREADNOUGHTS OF TO-DA- Y

The Old Navy and the New Compared on Centenary of
Old Ironsides' Memorable Escape From Capture Three

Day Struggle, in Which American Seamanship
Baffled a British Squadron in War of 1812

weeks from noxt Wednesday

TWO li celebrated the centennial
tho United States frigate.

Constitution's memorable escape,
fn nn overpowering force of British

1 rs. This was tho only occasion upon
which 'Old Ironsides" gave heed to tho
maxim that "discretion is tho bettor part
of valor." At oven-- other opportunity
tho wonderful old shin never hesitated to
try conclusions with the foe, and so often
and so hard was she ablo to strike that
she did more than any other vessel of tho
American navy to humble. British pride
and to build tho foundation of an ondur-In- g

pew-
Even tho escnp" of tho Constitution

from tho pursuing squadron of English
ships was virtually a victory, because
American MVttnan.ship and courage baffled
tho enemy. T bo s'ory of that exploit is of
special intoroa' as affording a comparison
between tho American tnvy of 100 years
ngoand now.

On June ll. Hi;, the frigate was lving
off Alexandria, Vn., loading for sea. Tho
crew were, pi;Hd to quarters and the
declaration of war was road to them.
The following tcrs" entry In her log is
interesting: "The crew manifested thoir
Zeal in support of the Honor of tho United
States Klngg by requesting of leave to
cheer on tho occasion, ((iranted them.)
At that time, tho major part of th crow
wero siorcliant seaman. whov fellow-ha- d

suffered by British impresvn . t and
they burned with u desiro to avengo thoso
wrongs.

Tho Constitution was commanded by
Capt. Isaac Hull. During the afternoon
of July 17, while the frigate was running
nlong under easy mil in a light wind,
hound from thoChosapeake ton rendezvous

m

off New York joinCommodore more force the
wero broezrs pushing the
neighborhood of The ran the

gat. Believing the vessels bo Hodgerss
hips. Hull all sail join tho

distant vessels, but w:u unsuccessful
before
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kvA JJi to-d-
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could throw
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nightfall.

found within
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him. They favored by breezes skipper nnd Hull most
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put overboard tho purpose increas-- 1 o'clock that the

Those threo shape u heavy squall v. mil and

OUR GREATEST WARSHIP IN
PARED.

Constitution.
Structural material Wood .
Length in feet 175.
Displacement tons 2,200..
Personnel 'tfo.
Motive power Sail. Steam
Speed 13.5

22 pounders 10 12 rifles
32 24 pounders. ..16 inch rapid guns

18
single broadside,

684
Torpedo 21
Cost complete S8.500.000
Annual of 5682,517.18

of gun 32 pounder. .3,200 lbs.
of projectile 32 lbs.

450 lbs.
18 ins. at ins. steel at 10.000 yds.

were of British
fleet under Capt. Bir Philip

Broke, consisting of one line of
four frigates, one of them the Guerriere,
and a brig and a schooner, the two last
armed prizes.

Hull not to be taken
without a struggle. He ran two of his
gun guns out of cabin windows,
and added to this on the poop
two othor guns, a 24 pounder and an
18 pounder, which had porta hastily hewn
for them In taffrall. He hoped to
damage tho of the nearest frlgato
astern, and some shots were for that
purpose, but, falling short, practice
ceased.

Tkm Struggle.

Eaoh hour added the graTltjr of the
position. With boatH

towing them the pursuing frigates rapidly
drew nearer and It ecemod as
Old Ironsides could not escape the

force of the enemy. make
matters there was not the least
breeze to help the Constitution.

woe then that Lieut. Morris
to Hull that he attempt to warp the
ahead. Accordingly three four hundred
fathoms of waa got from
Moid ana wo ancnors moan ion w n

and sent In boats to bo dropped
oyerhoard at right distance. On the

crew hauled lustily at
the and as the ropes came aboard
the ship forged forward, gaining for ft
While upon her pursuers, until the
cf her sudden advanco detected by
tto nearest the British frigates. Then
the boat from the mere distant nhip
were sent tow and to warp In tho samo
way nearest English frigates, bringing
them up rapidly almost within gunshot.

Once more, for three houra, hand on
the Constitution were set at work warping
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1812 AND NOW COM- -

Utah.

.. 510
.23,033
.. 948

knots 21.4
32 inch

Main battery . 5 fire
I 1 pounder

Weight of a
in pounds 9.100

tubes 0 2 inch
5302,719

cost upkeep 5193,220
Weight lbs . 12 inch, 125,664
Weight lbs 870
Weight of powder charge 5 lbs
Penetration, wood 1,000 yds. .15
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Before the force of the wind struck his
ship Hull took in all the light sails and
reefed most of the remaining ones. The
British ehlps astern, watching that
manoeuvre, believed a heavy blow was
sweoping down toward them and promptly
followed suit. Tho Constitution had
hardly righted herself from tho first
onrush of the wind, when Hull, under
cover of the mist, shook out his reefs and
set every stitch of canvas that Ills spars
could stand. The. fhip tore her way
through the water, and when tho' view
cleared half an hour later most of the
pursuing craft wero hull down to the
rear. The enemy, however, stuck stub
bornly to their work, but abandoned tho
chase about midforenoon of July 20,

During that contest, running an It did
over three days and thrco nights, Hull
outsailed, outhandlcd, and outwitted his
pursuers, and it is easy to understand
the pride with which ho said of his ofTlcors
and crew, "Their conduct whilst under
the guns of the enemy was such as might
have been expected from American
oflflcers and seamen." That chase showed
tho kind of material of which the personnel
of the navy at that time won mode.

American Naty of 1812.

At the outbreak of the war of 1812

the United States had In commission but
Ave vessels. These were the Constitu-
tion, 44 guns; tho President, 44; tho United
Htatoe, 44; the Congress, 30, and the Hanoi,
33 guns. Whllo thero wero added to this
force a number of smaller craft tho total
American lighting fleet wa ridiculously
small compared with tho resources upon
which Great Britain drew.

There wore in the British navy at the
time between 700 and 800 efficient cruis-
ers, and England possessed in tho West
Indies, in Bermuda and at Haltraz ports
wituln aaay reaoh of the American coast,
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where her vessels of war could refit and L? - fiWff' - W' H.l .'''533
Maces of refuge for her prizes. On the W . ,T?TJVadg .

other hnnd the total availablo naval force X 0iJB!&!9,rj L- -.. JT''lh n .

. .

cruising vessels, and of this
niuo were smaller than frigates.

The character of the guns lu tho Ameri-
can navy during tho war of 1M2 Is Indi-

cated by the weight of the solid shot
tired. The batteries of the frigates con-

sisted of 32. 24 and IS pounders. I'.luvated
u couple of dngrees. these weapons could
throw their shot something more, than a
thousand yard, but tney were qtiito
incapable of piercing the hides of the ships
of the period at that distance.

Despite the fact that the guns were
muzzle loaders "the American sailor
handled thorn with astonishing speed,
und the record of victories tells how ac-

curately they wero handled. In order
that the pins might do their battering

TYPlCftU "SOBMfaRlNe SOM6THINS1 JAV
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work more effectively the oomraonders
in those days, after falling to cut away tho
spars of the enemy, laid their ships along-
side of one another and ilred away with
muzzles nearly touching muzzles. This
gave tho opportunity for cutlass and
boarding pike.

The gunpowder of those days produced
dense clouds of smoke and the ship hav-
ing the advantago of the weather gauge
hail her enemy at a disadvantage becauso
of tha cover of the intervening hazo. To
obtain the weather gaugo was the aim of
the skilful nautical taotlcian. Every-
thing depended upon tho quick eyo of
the captain and his sailing master and the
prompt and efficient response of overy
man from tho deck to tho loftiest top.
Such were the general outward condi-
tions of servioe afloat a hundred years
ago.

A hundred years ago tho sailors slept
between docks under hygienlo conditions
that would uppall a modern board of
health. Ventilation was when
tho woaUior wus stormy. Candles wero
tho only illuminants, and these were
granted but sparingly to the enlisted men.
After nightfall tho living spaces were at
best in u state of twilight, und for the
enjoyment of their pipes the men wero
allowed to gather only in limited num-
bers around the smoking lamp in tho
neighborhood of tho sldp's gulley, ots thu
cooking oven or stove was called. w

number fei2:..:i. ; - i. --..&&Jt ulrfi '.ZSZZZS?

BOAT.

imperfect

Thero was but ltttlo comfort In cold
weather, and tho few Htoves allowed wore
quito incapable of making tho living quar-
ters of tho crew really warm. Their food
was of tho coarsest, und its preparation
was turned over to men but little qualllied
to make anything more than half way
palatable. In thoso days ships wero at
sea for months ut a timo and suited pro-
visions wero tho staple food supplies.
It was to make these provisions afford
variety that tho rather weird concoctions
known us scousn, lobscouso, Bofttack
skillagaleo, burgoo, dog's body, duff and
similur dainties camo into being.

Because f scantiness of fresh vegetables
and thu absence of any means of kooping
them scurvy was all too common among
seamen. Corned beef and salted pork
wero tho dietary mainstays, combined
with hurdtuck. I.imo juice or lemon
Julco was indispensable to tho navy doc-
tor in lighting off scurvy, and thu daily
tot of half a pint of spirits played an im-

portant port in keeping the sailorman
up to the work expected of him under tho
conditions of hi.t lifo ullout. So impor-
tant was this stlmulunt that tho navy
regulations vxpressly put a limit of
olio vvi'l; on the witliholdlng of grog
from n sailor suffering punishment.

Tho samo rules dei'larmt "us all are
to bo equal in point of victualling, no
officer or other person is, on any account,
to eslect pxoTiaions for bis own use, either

on shore, in store, or on board ship."
Further, "when in port, if it can le done
conveniently, at a reasonable rate, the
crow shall bo supplied two days In each
week with fresh moat.

During the war of 1812 ships kept the
sea for such long periods that it was not
uncommon for the fresh water to ;run
short, while the hardtack grew mouldy
and the salt moats tainted. Both officers
and enllstod men suffered alike from
these conditions,

The doctor then afloat had no knowl
edge of anowthettcs or antlseptio treat'
mont. The treatment of the sick and
wounded was enough to shock a modem
physician. Blood letting, as in the days
of (ill Bias, was a popular remedy for a
good many physical ovlls. in summer
or in tropical climates the men woro
encouraged to liathe throe times every
week, and to that end canvas tubs were
placed on the forecastle. Hie regulations
don't tell how often tho sailor a hundred
years ago bathed when tho weather was
cold. A canvas tub In his cabin was tho
utmost luxury oven of a Hug officer.

Among the hospltul stores on shipboard
wero such articles as nightcaps, bleeding ;

cups, warming pons, candlesticks and
nutmeg grater- s- the nutmeg in thoso
days being considered a prime narcotic.
Hiere were also in the medicine chest a
bellows with elastic tuhirtg for treating

of uspeoaea animation- -

oRPGDo-- - Boat
TXOTROYCR . AN IMPORTANT

flRET OF, fTHG MODERN

Discipline was emphasized a century
ago by whipping, but not more than a
dozen lashes of the colt wero permitted'
on any account at ono punishment. W it Ji

the master at arms or a husky ship's
corporal laying on those strokes, a down
wero calculated to answer full well, An-- .
other punishment was cotillnenient in
the "brig and "swratboJt," where ovun
tho most obstinate offender could 1 o
brought to submission.

Tho naval chaplain, apart from reading
lin nriivAm mill n.trfnrmln - ntl fimfr.il :

ceremonies anu earvuti sncrvwiry in ' i

commotio! e, played the part of school
master to midshipmen and volunteer. .

instructing than in "writing, arithmet ic j

tiles.
'

ana navigation ana in wnatsoever may
contribute to render them proficients."
Whatever clso tho young sea officer in T"practical exjierience
knocks.

Such were the men that fought and won
battles on seas for the United
States a century ago and such, too,
were the ships and the military facilities
at their disposal. In 1812, when the war
began , the navy contained a dozen rankiu g

officers of tho grado of Captain and tlm
total commissioned grades numbered
about 600. wero not quite 3,oeu

antl tho marines had a corps
strength of 1,500, including officers and
the rank and (Ho.

Modern Natal Wonders.

A tremendous I affonlod by the
state of the navy The form of off-
icers, senmen nnd marines exceeds (lO.ooo

imrsons. Both tho ofilcur and thu enlisted
man reflect the Intellectual betterment of
tho naval calling. Humiliating punish-
ments havo substantially disappeared.

sailor lives bettor than a (lag off-

icer a hundred years ago. In pl.ico of tho
tullow dip ho has the widespread of
hundred of electric lights.

No Bilvorwuro wus supplied n century
ago to a Captain or a (lag officer, whlln
now both tho Government and patriotic
bodies hehi to make tho modern navel
skipper's table u thing of beauty with lis
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I youngsters who ore quito capable of look-

ing out for themselves anywhere the worl.l
over, anil In their technical training ate
vastly of mn- -t of the olllcers that

i fought America's 1'Httlos Jivecoro ye.u-- i

ago. 1 hu n.en that tot'i'tinnil thi'to ail"r
Lid luie a inivcrM'y training botoin
thoy assume their ciut'ei. and their studies

' neero:ni; If they live u t- - thefull meas
ure of that nirbitiou vhich u tho hallmark
of iho eft.cient naval othier.

tireat u r.-- e the i :' of the renturv
.Vi rvgwd the mini behind tho gun and
the oa olliier, them is n ulll greater
d!.Teri.iifo between tho modern ship of
the butt'o lir.e am! rcriweu-o- of
word ti.ilt. I.'.n"; t l r iun'-- of
liLse:-i'.- the im .tern i hi; . a -i- e-t no
mi.'t-- . wul h - 1'ivm i tld ti i.' d ton'
rf stt"- - rl.vj li'i!': ' e :li:i' i''.i vp ':i 'r;i-- I

bled v.v.ti .'i vet hr. ii!i..i tV
old t in tituli.m h.i! ii! it v. To-i- l i.--

.

the lir' ..dt'."'.i;t!it m ffrfinr. on at lull
speed i. t v.i'.tl cull v i. e. Where
r. res it hi " ' ! i"M 'f fin '.feed
ef i; t.''' if w.vr ifi'ttiT lr.' ..ust thu
l.vn'e.'. .( .'i' if r.m u .. uo'te
t.i'n's to;, i in lit .1 o - l!ie -- or pressure

in the llir-bl.it- ': I o:li n belt w the water-lin- e

Iwvly hintin t th" inn." li'.tidred-- !
fold ho.-.e- -; uv r pert u; in thow gre.it
Kteel twild.--' ns. rut tlw-- , l!e"ti;i; veil

" of Hi .I'll tine not shot,"-- l the Miirsi of
n I'liia'.ii:'.! hi i 1:1.1 . tir.iv iimir
"ncgiiu:; e fimn i'i" lieiier.i ii'id tl i

v.vi"d ierii"e thriniXiut the eoinplet
ititenml p'lup cl tho ll:ui.i ; tthip of tho
present.

FormiJchlc New 1'i'capom.
Vi'ootl"ii wiilh h.".e given ive.y to

ef teel- - steel that is gk.sa lia-ile-

iii.t.1 it w ii..-.l)l- ef icl-tint- ; thebitoof
the hardest drill, una it is utterly impossi-
ble to diw n tii'trit.dvo cximp.irison ,1k.'- -
twoen the thick layers of on which used

keep out an tneiny's thai and thu
mo'ieii ef t.u;',lieneil steel which am
virtti.illy plaitii.1 u".!.irit tun i'niiact of

tyjo of .irmor plrrcine projoo

And what of the modern bis naval
ritles? In the naval retaliation a century

'

t

those days learned came to him through " "
and many hard ! " ' ".' ' "

tho high

Thero
seamen

contrast

Tho now

glow

ahead

uml

great, (;uus, and they wero Miiisianiliiliy
UeelesM beyciid ft mile'ti range. Now thero
are rifles weighing fi"iii Hi to c:i tons,
caitbi" of tiring 12-i- !i and 1

projectiles with velocity enough to go
thioui;h fifteen inches of hardened steel
at a rangu of five and two-thir- miles,
and thtwo guna can bo fired with ,i pru-I'i.ii-

undreamed of In tho days of laiv.
itisttr. 1 of waiting for tho dip of tho iv-
to bring them to bear upon the. enemy,
thoy can bo kept continually covering
tho target in far as their toleseopiu sights
and tho dUtaut horizon will permit.

The light of tho gunner U no longer
obscured by u tlenso cloud of smoke.
There is a momentary hazo of 'filowin.T
flame und then the path Id clear for another
volley. But the pin is not tho only weapon
now at tho disposal of tho battling ship
of tho lino, From under water tubes tho
Ironsides of to-d- can launch ut her
foo great mechunleiil fish carrying in thel
wicked heads a churgu of a couple of
hundred pounds of guncotton some-
thing unknown to tli'i ordinunco oITlcor
five score years ago.

Most of this naval progress has lioen
made In less than half a century, and tho
achievement may properly cause spuouia.
Ion an to what will Im tho nature and tlm

polished plato. Hot bread and fre.bh , extent or A murie.in lattlo fleets at thu
meats and vegetables are nerved to-da- y to vud of the hundred yiura to uorau.


